
Albert Edward Chappell, a coachman, married Sarah Ann Bird on the 22 

July 1893; Albert was born in London. 
 

Sarah Ann grew up in Cotterstock, the daughter of William and Elizabeth 
Bird; her father was a shoemaker. She attended the school in the village 

which opened in 1872 after the Education Act of 1870. 
 

Below is a photograph of the schoolroom, taken in 1924 with the children 
and their teacher Miss Phillips.  It would have looked very similar in Sarah 

Ann’s time. 

 

 
Sarah Ann was living in Cottage No3 at the time of 

the 1881 Census with her parents, her brother 
Charles 23 a labourer, and her sisters Elizabeth 13, 

and Emily 6.  
 

 
Almost exactly a year after their wedding in July 1894 

Albert and Sarah had a son Albert and ten months 

later in May 1895 they had twin girls, May and Rose. 



 

 

Sadly, Rose died aged 21 months, her funeral was conducted by 
Reverend Francis Buttanshaw, the same vicar who had baptised her. 

 

 

 

 
 



By the time of the 1911 census Albert, Sarah, their son Albert, daughter 

May and Albert’s father Thomas are all living in Peterborough.  Thomas is 
77 and a widower, their son Albert 17 an engineer’s clerk and their 

daughter May, just 15, working as a dressmaker for a lady’s outfitter.  We 
can see from the census return that they were living at 61 Percival Street 

in Peterborough.  
 

 
 

 
This is how that house looks today. 

 
 

Rose was buried in St Andrew’s churchyard 
but we don’t know where. 


