
On the 31st July 1882 William 
Ellis, a railwayman married 

Martha Bird in St Andrew’s 
Church. Martha was the daughter 

of Eliza and William Bird; her 
father was a yard man at 

Cotterstock Hall.  

 
Martha and William were married 

for eleven years until Martha 
sadly committed suicide when 

they were visiting her parents at 
their cottage in the grounds of 

Cotterstock Hall.  
 

Martha had a history of being mentally unstable and on a previous 
occasion she had tried to drown herself in the grounds of the hall! 

 
An extract from the Stamford Mercury of 1893 gives all the gory details of 

what happened on that fateful night.  
 

 


